
A.

B.   Provide the following information about all of your sons and daughters. If you need more space, use a separate sheet(s) of paper.

USCIS ''A''- number

(if child has one)

Please answer Questions 1 through 14. If you answer ''Yes'' to any of these questions, include a written explanation with this form. Your

written explanation should (1) explain why your answer was ''Yes'' and (2) provide any additional information that helps to explain your

answer.

A. General Questions.

1.   Have you ever claimed to be a U.S. citizen (in writing or any other way)? Yes No

2.   Have you ever registered to vote in any Federal, state or local election in the United States? Yes No

Yes No

4. 
Yes No

5.   Do you owe any Federal, state or local taxes that are overdue? Yes No

Yes No6.   Do you have any title of nobility in any foreign country?

Yes No

Full Name of

Son or Daughter

Date of Birth

(mm/dd/yyyy)
Country of Birth

Current Address

(Street, City, State and Country)

Part 9.  Information about your children.

Part 10.  Additional questions.

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

7.

Write your USCIS  ''A"- number here:

A

3.   Have you ever voted in any Federal, state or local election in the United States?

Since becoming a Lawful Permanent Resident, have you ever failed to file a required Federal

state or local tax return?

Have you ever been declared legally incompetent or been confined to a mental institution

within the last five years?

How many sons and daughters have you had? For more information on which sons and

daughters you should include and how to complete this section, see the Instructions.

Form N-400 (Rev. 10/15/07) Y Page 6
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Part 10.  Additional questions. (Continued.)

B.   Affiliations.

Yes No

If you answered ''Yes,'' list the name of each group below. If you need more space, attach the names of the other group(s) on a
separate sheet(s) of paper.

Name of Group Name of Group

1. 6.

5. 10.

9.   Have you ever been a member of or in any way associated (either directly or indirectly) with:

a.  The Communist Party? Yes No

Yes Nob.  Any other totalitarian party?

c.  A terrorist organization? Yes No

10.  Have you ever advocated (either directly or indirectly) the overthrow of any government

       by force or violence? NoYes

11.  Have you ever persecuted (either directly or indirectly) any person because of race,

       religion, national origin, membership in a particular social group or political opinion? Yes No

12.  Between March 23, 1933 and May 8, 1945, did you work for or associate in any way (either

       directly or indirectly) with:

a.   The Nazi government of Germany?

b.  Any government in any area (1) occupied by, (2) allied with, or (3) established with the

     help of the Nazi government of Germany?

Yes No

c.   Any German, Nazi, or S.S. military unit, paramilitary unit, self-defense unit, vigilante unit,

      citizen unit, police unit, government agency or office, extermination camp, concentration

      camp, prisoner of war camp, prison, labor camp or transit camp?

Yes No

C.   Continuous Residence.

Since becoming a Lawful Permanent Resident of the United States:

Yes No

13.  Have you ever called yourself a ''nonresident'' on a Federal, state or local tax return?

14.  Have you ever failed to file a Federal, state or local tax return because you considered

       yourself to be a "nonresident"?

Yes No

2. 7.

3. 8.

4. 9.

Yes No

8.  a

Write your USCIS  ''A"- number here:

A

Have you ever been a member of or associated with any organization, association, fund

foundation, party, club, society or similar group in the United States or in any other place?

b.

Form N-400 (Rev. 10/15/07) Y Page 7



For the purposes of this application, you must answer ''Yes'' to the following questions, if applicable, even if your records were

sealed or otherwise cleared or if anyone, including a judge, law enforcement officer or attorney, told you that you no longer have a

record.

Part 10.  Additional questions. (Continued.)

D. Good Moral Character.

15.  Have you ever committed a crime or offense for which you were not arrested? Yes No

16.  Have you ever been arrested, cited or detained by any law enforcement officer

       (including USCIS or former INS and military officers) for any reason? Yes No

17.  Have you ever been charged with committing any crime or offense? Yes No

18.  Have you ever been convicted of a crime or offense? Yes No

19.  Have you ever been placed in an alternative sentencing or a rehabilitative program

       (for example: diversion, deferred prosecution, withheld adjudication, deferred adjudication)? Yes No

20.  Have you ever received a suspended sentence, been placed on probation or been paroled? Yes No

21.  Have you ever been in jail or prison? Yes No

Date arrested, cited,

detained or charged?

(mm/dd/yyyy)

Where were you arrested,

cited, detained or charged?

(City, State, Country)

Why were you arrested, cited,

detained or charged?

Outcome or disposition of the

arrest, citation, detention or charge

(No charges filed, charges

dismissed, jail, probation, etc.)

Answer Questions 22 through 33.  If you answer "Yes" to any of these questions, attach (1) your written explanation why your answer

was ''Yes'' and (2) any additional information or documentation that helps explain your answer.

22.  Have you ever:

Yes Noa.  Been a habitual drunkard?

NoYesb.  Been a prostitute, or procured anyone for prostitution?

Yes No

Yes No

NoYes

Yes No

Yes No

23.  Have you ever given false or misleading information to any U.S. government official

       while applying for any immigration benefit or to prevent deportation, exclusion or removal? Yes No

24.  Have you ever lied to any U.S. government official to gain entry or admission into the

       United States? Yes No

If you answered "Yes" to any of Questions 15 through 21, complete the following table.  If you need more space, use a separate sheet

(s) of paper to give the same information.

Write your USCIS  ''A"- number here:

A

c.   Sold or smuggled controlled substances, illegal drugs or narcotics?

d.   Been married to more than one person at the same time?

e.   Helped anyone enter or try to enter the United States illegally?

f.   Gambled illegally or received income from illegal gambling?

g.  Failed to support your dependents or to pay alimony?

Form N-400 (Rev. 10/15/07) Y Page 8



E.   Removal, Exclusion and Deportation Proceedings.

Part 10.  Additional questions. (Continued.)

25. Are removal, exclusion, rescission or deportation proceedings pending against you?

29.  Have you ever served in the U.S. Armed Forces?

F. Military Service.

G. Selective Service Registration.

Date Registered (mm/dd/yyyy) Selective Service Number

If you answered "YES," but you did not register with the Selective Service and you are now 26 years old or older, attach a

statement explaining why you did not register.

34.  Do you support the Constitution and form of government of the United States?

H. Oath Requirements. (See Part 14 for the Text of the Oath.)

Answer Questions 34 through 39.  If you answer ''No'' to any of these questions, attach (1) your written explanation why the

answer was ''No'' and (2) any additional information or documentation that helps to explain your answer.

Yes No

NoYes

Yes No

Yes No

NoYes

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

NoYes

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

NoYes

NoYes

Write your USCIS  ''A"- number here:

A

26.  Have you ever been removed, excluded or deported from the United States?

27.  Have you ever been ordered to be removed, excluded or deported from the United States?

28.  Have you ever applied for any kind of relief from removal, exclusion or deportation?

30.  Have you ever left the United States to avoid being drafted into the U.S. Armed Forces?

31.  Have you ever applied for any kind of exemption from military service in the U.S. Armed Forces?

32.  Have you ever deserted from the U.S. Armed Forces?

33.  Are you a male who lived in the United States at any time between your 18th and 26th birthdays

       in any status except as a lawful nonimmigrant?

If you answered "NO," go on to question 34.

If you answered "YES," provide the information below.

If you answered "YES," but you did not register with the Selective Service System and are still under 26 years of age, you

must register before you apply for naturalization, so that you can complete the information below:

35.   Do you understand the full Oath of Allegiance to the United States?

36.   Are you willing to take the full Oath of Allegiance to the United States?

37.   If the law requires it, are you willing to bear arms on behalf of the United States?

38.   If the law requires it, are you willing to perform noncombatant services in the U.S. Armed Forces?

39.   If the law requires it, are you willing to perform work of national importance under civilian

       direction?

Form N-400 (Rev. 10/15/07) Y Page 9



Part 11. Your signature.

I certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America, that this application, and the evidence submitted with

it, are all true and correct. I authorize the release of any information that the USCIS needs to determine my eligibility for naturalization.

Your Signature Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Part 12. Signature of person who prepared this application for you. (If applicable.)

I declare under penalty of perjury that I prepared this application at the request of the above person. The answers provided are based on

information of which I have personal knowledge and/or were provided to me by the above named person in response to the exact

questions contained on this form.

Preparer's Printed Name Preparer's Signature

Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Preparer's Firm or Organization Name (If applicable) Preparer's Daytime Phone Number

Preparer's Address - Street Number and Name City State Zip Code

NOTE:  Do not complete Parts 13 and 14 until a USCIS Officer instructs you to do so.

Part 13. Signature at interview.

I swear (affirm) and certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that I know that the contents of this

application for naturalization subscribed by me, including corrections numbered 1 through

Subscribed to and sworn to (affirmed) before me

Officer's Printed Name or Stamp Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Complete Signature of Applicant Officer's Signature

Part 14. Oath of Allegiance.

If your application is approved, you will be scheduled for a public oath ceremony at which time you will be required to take the following

oath of allegiance immediately prior to becoming a naturalized citizen.  By signing, you acknowledge your willingness and ability to take

this oath:

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate,

state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen;

that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic;

that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same;

that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law;

that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law;

that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and

that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God.

Printed Name of Applicant Complete Signature of Applicant

Write your USCIS  ''A"- number here:

A

and the evidence submitted by me

numbered pages 1 through , are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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USCIS Is Making
Photos Simpler

Old Three-Quarter
Style Photo

New Passport
Style Photo

✔

M-603 (07/04)

List of forms that require photos is on the back

Photos Must Be in Color

Washington, DC — In accordance with language specified in the Border
Security Act of 2003, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
announced a change in the photo requirements for all applicants from
a three-quarter face position to a standard, full-frontal face position to take
effect August 2, 2004.

USCIS will accept both three-quarter and full-frontal color photographs until
September 1, 2004, after which only full-frontal color will be accepted.

The application process of customers who have already submitted materials
that include color photos with the three-quarter standard will not be affected
by this change.

All photos must be of just the person. Where more than one photo is
required, all photos of the person must be identical. All photos must meet
the specifications for full-frontal/passport photos.

For more information on photo standards, visit the Department of State
website at http://www.travel.state.gov/passport/pptphotos/index.html,
or contact the USCIS National Customer Service Center at 1 800 375 5283.



Applications and Petitions That Require Photos, and the Number Required

2 photos are required for the following forms:

I-90 – Renew or replace your Permanent Resident Card (green card)

I-131 – Re-entry permit, refugee travel document, or advance parole

I-485 – Adjust status and become a permanent resident while in the U.S.

I-765 – Employment Authorization/Employment Authorization
Document (EAD)

I-777 – Replace Northern Mariana Card

I-821 – Temporary Protected Status (TPS) Program

N-300 – Declaration of Intent (to apply for U.S. citizenship)

N-400 – Naturalization (to become a U.S. citizen)

N-565 – Replace Naturalization/Citizenship Certificate

3 photos are required for the following forms:

I-698 – Temporary Resident’s application under the 1987 Legalization Program
for permanent resident status — file 1 photo for your application, and bring the
other 2 with you to your interview

N-600K – To apply for U.S. citizenship for foreign-born child residing abroad
with U.S. citizen parent

4 photos are required for the following forms:

I-817 – To apply for Family Unity Benefits

I-881 – NACARA — suspension of deportation or special rule cancellation

File the following with your photos and of others as shown below:

I-129F – Fiancé(e) Petition — file with 1 photo of you + 1 photo of fiancé(e)

I-130 – Relative petition — if filing for your husband or wife, file with 1 photo
of you + 1 photo of your husband or wife

I-589 – Asylum — file with 1 photo of you + 1 photo of each family member
listed in Part A. II that you are including in your application

I-730 – Relative petition filed by a person granted Asylum or Refugee status —
file with 1 photo of the family member for whom you are filing the I-730

I-914 – ‘T’ nonimmigrant status — file with 3 photos of you + 3 photos of
each immediate family member for which you file an I-914A supplement

All photos must be of just the person.  Where more than one photo is required, all photos of the
person must be identical.  All photos must meet the specifications for full-frontal/passport photos.

For more information, visit our website at www.uscis.gov, or call our
customer service at 1 800 375 5283.



Fast Facts
The Selective Service System

Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
National Headquarters

Arlington, Virginia 22209-2425

Tel. 703-605-4100
FAX 703-605-4106
E-mail: information@sss.gov
Web: http://www.sss.gov

MEN CANNOT REGISTER AFTER REACHING AGE 26

According to law, a man must register with Selective Service within 30 days of his 18th birthday. 
Selective Service will accept late registrations but not after a man has reached age 26.

Some men may have failed to register during the time they were eligible to do so and may now find they 
are ineligible for certain benefits.

See What happens if I don’t register?

WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOU DID NOT REGISTER AND ARE NOW 26 OR OLDER?

If you have passed your 26th birthday and are now being denied eligibility for Federal student financial 
aid, Federal job training, or Federal employment, or are having difficulty obtaining U.S. citizenship 
because you failed to register, you have the the following recourse available to you: Explain to the 
official handling your case (for example, a student financial aid officer) the reasons for your failure to 
register with Selective Service. A non-registrant may not be denied any benefit if he can “show by 
a preponderance of evidence” that his failure to register was not knowing and willful. Offer as 
much evidence supporting your case, and as much detail, as possible.

HOW TO GET AN OFFICIAL SELECTIVE SERVICE RESPONSE SAYING YOU WERE OR 
WERE NOT REQUIRED TO REGISTER

f you did not register with Selective Service, and are now age 26 or older, you may be ineligible for 
certain Federal or state programs and benefits, including U.S. citizenship, if you are an immigrant male. 
Some agencies may ask you to provide an official response from the Selective Service indicating if you 
were or were not required to register. To receive such a letter from the Selective Service System, please 
call 1-847-688-6888. Your call will be answered by an automated voice processing system. Please 
refrain from pressing any numbers, and an operator will soon come on the line to assist you.

You may also send a written request to the Selective Service System at P.O. Box 94638, Palatine, IL 
60094-4638. Ask for a “status information” letter. You will have to describe, in detail, the circumstances 
you believe prevented you from registering and provide copies of documents showing any periods when 
you were hospitalized, institutionalized, or incarcerated occurring between your 18th and 26th birthdays. 
If you are a non-citizen, you may be required to provide documents that show when you entered the 
United States. Please include your name, Social Security Number, date of birth, and return address.

For your convenience, you can download the Request for Status Information Letter form, which includes 
the directions for completing this form. Both documents are in PDF format.

August 6, 2008



Fast Facts

MEN CANNOT REGISTER AFTER REACHING AGE 26 Selective Service System

Continued from previous page

FINAL DECISION

The benefit agency official handling your case, not the Selective Service, will determine whether you 
have shown that your failure to register was not a knowing and willful failure to register. The final 
decision regarding your eligibility for the benefit that you seek will be made by the agency granting the 
benefit (for example, for student financial aid, this would be the Department of Education). In some 
agencies, an appeals process is available.

* Men born from March 29, 1957 to December 31, 1959 were never required to register because the 
registration program was not in operation at the time they turned 18. The requirement to register was 
reinstated in 1980 and applies to all men born on or after January 1, 1960.



Home > Services & Benefits > Citizenship > Naturalization Test

The U.S. Naturalization Test

English and Civics Requirements

To be eligible for naturalization, you must be able to read, write, and speak basic English.  You must also have a basic
knowledge of U.S. history and government (also known as “civics”).

During your interview, a USCIS officer will test your ability to read, write, and speak English and your knowledge of civics.  An
officer will ask you to read up to three sentences in English and write up to three dictated sentences in English.  The officer
will test you in civics through an oral exam of up to ten questions.  Your ability to speak English is determined during your
interview on the Application for Naturalization, Form N-400.

In September 2007, USCIS introduced a redesigned (new) naturalization test. Naturalization applicants will have the
opportunity to take the redesigned test starting in October 2008.

Which Test Do I Take?

USCIS will begin administering the redesigned (new) naturalization test on October 1, 2008. Use the chart below to determine
if you will take the current or redesigned (new) test.

Date Form N-400
Filed* Date of Initial Exam Test to be Taken If Applicant Fails Initial Exam,

Re-test to be Taken

Before October 1,
2008

Before October 1,
2008 Current Test Current Test

Before October 1,
2008

On or After October
1, 2008 up until
October 1, 2009

Applicant's Choice of -
Current Test or -
Redesigned (New) Test

The same version of the test as
the one taken during the initial
examination

On or After October 1,
2008

On or After October
1, 2008 Redesigned (New) Test Redesigned (New) Test

At Any Time (i.e.
Before, On or After
October 1, 2008)

On or After October
1, 2009 Redesigned (New) Test Redesigned (New) Test

*The Application for Naturalization, Form N-400, is properly filed with USCIS on the date it is received by the appropriate
USCIS Office with signature, correct fee, and the form is completed according to instructions.

Exemptions from English and Civics Requirements

Some applicants are exempt from the English requirements for naturalization based on their age and amount of time as a
permanent resident.  These applicants must still take the civics test.

Skip
to
Main
Content

http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=54519c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=54519c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=ebf1bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=ebf1bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=1958b0aaa86fa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=1958b0aaa86fa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=96719c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=96719c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/template.PRINT/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=ebf1bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=ebf1bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD#mainContent


You do not take the English test
if you are

Lived as permanent resident in the
United States for You still take the

Age 50 or older 20 years civics test in your language

Age 55 or older 15 years civics test in your language

Age 65 or older 20 years simplified civics test in your
language

Applicants with a physical or developmental disability or a mental impairment so severe that it prevents acquiring or
demonstrating the required knowledge of English and civics, may be eligible for an exception to these requirements.  To
request this exception, you must file a Medical Certification for Disability Exceptions, Form N-648. 

USCIS provides accommodations or modifications for applicants with physical or mental impairments that make it difficult for
them to complete the naturalization process. In order for USCIS to have enough advance notice to respond to
accommodation requests, applicants are encouraged to state their needs on the place provided in the Application for
Naturalization, Form N-400.

See A Guide to Naturalization for more information on the naturalization process.

For more information on study materials for the U.S. naturalization test, select from the links below.

Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test

Current Naturalization Test

Last updated: 08/29/2008

Home Contact Us Privacy Policy Website Policies PDF Reader No FEAR Freedom Of Information Act USA.gov

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=2de5bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2de5bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f552bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=f552bece24e7b110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=7220c9ee2f82b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=7220c9ee2f82b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=da3489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=da3489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=34139c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=34139c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=fe5489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=fe5489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=67894d2fdd16b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=67894d2fdd16b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
http://www.dhs.gov/


          
U.S. NATURALIZATION TEST  

SCORING GUIDELINES FOR THE ENGLISH TEST 
 

Section 312 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) provides that most applicants for naturalization demonstrate an 
understanding of the English language, including an ability to read, write, and speak words in ordinary usage in the English 
language, as well as a knowledge of U.S. government and history (civics).1 This document provides a general description of 
how the English portion of the U.S. Naturalization Test is evaluated and scored by Officers of the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS). These evaluation and scoring guidelines will not change with the implementation of the 
redesigned naturalization test.2  
 
SPEAKING:  An applicant’s verbal skills are determined by the applicant’s answers to questions normally asked by USCIS Officers 
during the naturalization eligibility interview. USCIS Officers are required to repeat and rephrase questions until the Officer is satisfied 
that the applicant either fully understands the question or does not understand English. If the applicant generally understands and can 
respond meaningfully to questions relevant to the determination of eligibility, the applicant has demonstrated the ability to speak 
English.  
 
READING:  To sufficiently demonstrate the ability to read in English, applicants must read one sentence, out of three sentences, in a 
manner suggesting to the USCIS Officer that the applicant appears to understand the meaning of the sentence. Applicants shall not be 
failed because of their accent when speaking English. A general description of how the reading test is scored follows:   
 
Pass: 

• Reads one sentence without extended pauses  
• Reads all content words but may omit short words that do not interfere with meaning  
• May make pronunciation or intonation errors that do not interfere with meaning 

Fail: 
• Does not read the sentence 
• Omits a content word or substitutes another word for a content word 
• Pauses for extended periods of time while reading the sentence 
• Makes pronunciation or intonation errors that interfere with meaning 

 
WRITING:  To sufficiently demonstrate the ability to write in English, the applicant must write one sentence, out of three sentences, in 
a manner that would be understandable as written to the USCIS Officer. An applicant shall not be failed because of spelling, 
capitalization, or punctuation errors unless the errors would prevent understanding the meaning of the sentence. A general description of 
how the writing portion is scored follows: 
 
Pass: 

• Has the same general meaning as the dictated sentence 
• May contain some grammatical, spelling, punctuation, or capitalization errors that do not interfere with meaning 
• May omit short words that do not interfere with meaning 
• Numbers may be spelled out or written as digits 

Fail: 
• Writes nothing or only one or two isolated words 
• Is completely illegible 
• Writes a different sentence or words 
• Written sentence does not communicate the meaning of the dictated sentence 

 
According to regulation, applicants who fail the English literacy and/or civics test during their first examination will be 
rescheduled to appear for a second opportunity to take the test (8 CFR 312.5). 

                                                 
1 The English language requirement may be waived for an applicant, who on the date of filing the Application for Naturalization, Form N-400, was 
over 50 years old and has been a permanent resident for at least 20 years, or was over 55 years old and has been a permanent resident for at least 15 
years. If either exemption applies, the applicant is not tested in English and may take the civics examination in the applicant’s language of choice. An 
applicant, who on the date of filing the application, was over 65 years old and has been a permanent resident for 20 years, is not tested in English and 
qualifies to take a simpler version of the civics test in the applicant’s language of choice. Also, both the English language and civics requirements for 
naturalization are waived for applicants who are unable to comply with these requirements because of a medical or physical impairment.   
 
To achieve a passing score on the civics test, applicants are required to answer 6 out of 10 questions correctly.  
 
2 See www.uscis.gov/newtest for information regarding the redesigned naturalization test.  
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(rev. 08/08)

***UPDATED***

Civics (History and Government) Questions for the Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test

The 100 civics (history and government) questions and answers for the redesigned (new) naturalization test are listed 
below. Applicants who filed the Application for Naturalization, Form N-400, on or after October 1, 2008, should study 
this list. The civics test is an oral test and the USCIS Officer will ask the applicant up to 10 of the 100 civics questions. An 
applicant must answer 6 out of 10 questions correctly to pass the civics portion of the naturalization test. 

Although USCIS is aware that there may be additional correct answers to the 100 civics questions, applicants are 
encouraged to respond to the civics questions using the answers provided below. 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

A: Principles of American Democracy

1.		  What is the supreme law of the land?
		  ▪  the Constitution

2.		  What does the Constitution do?
		  ▪  sets up the government
		  ▪  defines the government 
		  ▪  protects basic rights of Americans

3.	 	 The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution.  What are these words? 
		  ▪  We the People

4.		  What is an amendment?
		  ▪  a change (to the Constitution)
		  ▪  an addition (to the Constitution)

5.	 	 What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution?
		  ▪  the Bill of Rights

6.		  What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment?* 
		  ▪  speech
		  ▪  religion
		  ▪  assembly
		  ▪  press
		  ▪  petition the government
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7.		  How many amendments does the Constitution have?
		  ▪  twenty-seven (27)

8.		  What did the Declaration of Independence do?
		  ▪  announced our independence (from Great Britain)
		  ▪  declared our independence (from Great Britain)
		  ▪  said that the United States is free (from Great Britain)

9.		  What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence?
		  ▪  life
		  ▪  liberty
		  ▪  pursuit of happiness

10.		  What is freedom of religion?
		  ▪  You can practice any religion, or not practice a religion.

11.		  What is the economic system in the United States?*
		  ▪  capitalist economy
		  ▪  market economy

12.		  What is the “rule of law”?
		  ▪  Everyone must follow the law.
		  ▪  Leaders must obey the law.
		  ▪  Government must obey the law. 
		  ▪  No one is above the law. 

B: System of Government

13.		  Name one branch or part of the government.*
		  ▪  Congress
		  ▪  legislative
		  ▪  President
		  ▪  executive
		  ▪  the courts
		  ▪  judicial

14.		  What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful?
		  ▪  checks and balances
		  ▪  separation of powers

15.		  Who is in charge of the executive branch?
		  ▪  the President

16.		  Who makes federal laws?
		  ▪  Congress
		  ▪  Senate and House (of Representatives)
		  ▪  (U.S. or national) legislature

17.		�  What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress?*
		  ▪  the Senate and House (of Representatives)
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18.		  How many U.S. Senators are there?
		  ▪  one hundred (100)

19.		  We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years? 
		  ▪  six (6)

20.		  Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now?*
		  ▪  �Answers will vary.  [District of Columbia residents and residents of U.S. territories should answer that D.C. 

(or the territory where the applicant lives) has no U.S. Senators.]

21.		  The House of Representatives has how many voting members? 
		  ▪  four hundred thirty-five (435)

22.		  We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years?
		  ▪  two (2)

23.		  Name your U.S. Representative.
		  ▪  �Answers will vary.  [Residents of territories with nonvoting Delegates or Resident Commissioners may 

provide the name of that Delegate or Commissioner.  Also acceptable is any statement that the territory has 
no (voting) Representatives in Congress.]

24.		  Who does a U.S. Senator represent?
		  ▪  all people of the state

25.		  Why do some states have more Representatives than other states?
		  ▪  (because of) the state’s population
		  ▪  (because) they have more people
		  ▪  (because) some states have more people

26.		  We elect a President for how many years?
		  ▪  four (4)

27.		  In what month do we vote for President?*
		  ▪  November

28.		  What is the name of the President of the United States now?*
		  ▪  George W. Bush
		  ▪  George Bush
		  ▪  Bush

29.		  What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now?
		  ▪  Richard Cheney
		  ▪  Dick Cheney
		  ▪  Cheney

30.		  If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President?
		  ▪  the Vice President

31.		  If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes President?
		  ▪  the Speaker of the House

32.		  Who is the Commander in Chief of the military?
		  ▪  the President
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33.		  Who signs bills to become laws?
		  ▪  the President

34.		  Who vetoes bills?
		  ▪  the President

35.		  What does the President’s Cabinet do?
		  ▪  advises the President

36.		  What are two Cabinet-level positions?
		  ▪  Secretary of Agriculture
		  ▪  Secretary of Commerce
		  ▪  Secretary of Defense
		  ▪  Secretary of Education
		  ▪  Secretary of Energy
		  ▪  Secretary of Health and Human Services
		  ▪  Secretary of Homeland Security
		  ▪  Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
		  ▪  Secretary of the Interior
		  ▪  Secretary of Labor
		  ▪  Secretary of State
		  ▪  Secretary of Transportation
		  ▪  Secretary of the Treasury
		  ▪  Secretary of Veterans Affairs
		  ▪  Attorney General
		  ▪  Vice President

37.		  What does the judicial branch do?
		  ▪  reviews laws
		  ▪  explains laws
		  ▪  resolves disputes (disagreements)
		  ▪  decides if a law goes against the Constitution

38.		  What is the highest court in the United States?
		  ▪  the Supreme Court

39.		  How many justices are on the Supreme Court?
		  ▪  nine (9)

40.		  Who is the Chief Justice of the United States now?
		  ▪  John Roberts (John G. Roberts, Jr.)

41.		�  Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government.  What is one power of the federal 
government?

		  ▪  to print money
		  ▪  to declare war
		  ▪  to create an army
		  ▪  to make treaties
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42.		�  Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states.  What is one power of the states? 
		  ▪  provide schooling and education
		  ▪  provide protection (police)
		  ▪  provide safety (fire departments)
		  ▪  give a driver’s license
		  ▪  approve zoning and land use

43.		  Who is the Governor of your state now?
		  ▪  �Answers will vary.  [District of Columbia residents should answer that D.C. does not have a Governor.]

44.		  What is the capital of your state?*
		  ▪  �Answers will vary.  [District of Columbia residents should answer that D.C. is not a state and does not have a 

capital.  Residents of U.S. territories should name the capital of the territory.]

45.		  What are the two major political parties in the United States?*
		  ▪  Democratic and Republican

46.		  What is the political party of the President now?
		  ▪  Republican (Party)

47.		  What is the name of the Speaker of the House of Representatives now?
		  ▪  (Nancy) Pelosi

C: Rights and Responsibilities

48.		  There are four amendments to the Constitution about who can vote.  Describe one of them.
		  ▪  Citizens eighteen (18) and older (can vote).
		  ▪  You don’t have to pay (a poll tax) to vote.
		  ▪  Any citizen can vote.  (Women and men can vote.)
		  ▪  A male citizen of any race (can vote).

49.		  What is one responsibility that is only for United States citizens?*
		  ▪  serve on a jury
		  ▪  vote in a federal election

50.		  Name one right only for United States citizens.
		  ▪  vote in a federal election
		  ▪  run for federal office

51.		  What are two rights of everyone living in the United States?
		  ▪  freedom of expression
		  ▪  freedom of speech
		  ▪  freedom of assembly
		  ▪  freedom to petition the government
		  ▪  freedom of worship
		  ▪  the right to bear arms

52.		  What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of Allegiance?
		  ▪  the United States
		  ▪  the flag
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53.		  What is one promise you make when you become a United States citizen?
		  ▪  give up loyalty to other countries 
		  ▪  defend the Constitution and laws of the United States
		  ▪  obey the laws of the United States
		  ▪  serve in the U.S. military (if needed)
		  ▪  serve (do important work for) the nation (if needed)
		  ▪  be loyal to the United States

54.		  How old do citizens have to be to vote for President?*
		  ▪  eighteen (18) and older

55.		  What are two ways that Americans can participate in their democracy?
		  ▪  vote
		  ▪  join a political party
		  ▪  help with a campaign
		  ▪  join a civic group
		  ▪  join a community group
		  ▪  give an elected official your opinion on an issue
		  ▪  call Senators and Representatives
		  ▪  publicly support or oppose an issue or policy
		  ▪  run for office
		  ▪  write to a newspaper

56.		  When is the last day you can send in federal income tax forms?*
		  ▪  April 15

57.		  When must all men register for the Selective Service?
		  ▪  at age eighteen (18)
		  ▪  between eighteen (18) and twenty-six (26)

AMERICAN HISTORY

A: Colonial Period and Independence

58.		  What is one reason colonists came to America?
		  ▪  freedom
		  ▪  political liberty
		  ▪  religious freedom
		  ▪  economic opportunity
		  ▪  practice their religion
		  ▪  escape persecution

59.		  Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived?
		  ▪  American Indians
		  ▪  Native Americans
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60.		  What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves?
		  ▪  Africans
		  ▪  people from Africa

61.	 	 Why did the colonists fight the British?
		  ▪  because of high taxes (taxation without representation)
		  ▪  because the British army stayed in their houses (boarding, quartering)
		  ▪  because they didn’t have self-government

62.		  Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?
		  ▪  (Thomas) Jefferson

63.		  When was the Declaration of Independence adopted?
		  ▪  July 4, 1776

64.		  There were 13 original states.  Name three.
		  ▪  New Hampshire
		  ▪  Massachusetts 
		  ▪  Rhode Island 
		  ▪  Connecticut
		  ▪  New York
		  ▪  New Jersey 
		  ▪  Pennsylvania
		  ▪  Delaware
		  ▪  Maryland 
		  ▪  Virginia 
		  ▪  North Carolina 
		  ▪  South Carolina
		  ▪  Georgia

65.		  What happened at the Constitutional Convention?
		  ▪  The Constitution was written.
		  ▪  The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

66.		  When was the Constitution written?
		  ▪  1787

67.		  The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution.  Name one of the writers.
		  ▪  (James) Madison
		  ▪  (Alexander) Hamilton
		  ▪  (John) Jay
		  ▪  Publius

68.		  What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for?
		  ▪  U.S. diplomat
		  ▪  oldest member of the Constitutional Convention
		  ▪  first Postmaster General of the United States
		  ▪  writer of “Poor Richard’s Almanac”
		  ▪  started the first free libraries
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69.		  Who is the “Father of Our Country”?
		  ▪  (George) Washington

70.	 	 Who was the first President?*
		  ▪  (George) Washington

B: 1800s

71.		  What territory did the United States buy from France in 1803?
		  ▪  the Louisiana Territory
		  ▪  Louisiana

72.		  Name one war fought by the United States in the 1800s.
		  ▪  War of 1812
		  ▪  Mexican-American War
		  ▪  Civil War
		  ▪  Spanish-American War

73.		  Name the U.S. war between the North and the South. 
		  ▪  the Civil War
		  ▪  the War between the States

74.		  Name one problem that led to the Civil War.
		  ▪  slavery
		  ▪  economic reasons
		  ▪  states’ rights

75.		  What was one important thing that Abraham Lincoln did?*
		  ▪  freed the slaves (Emancipation Proclamation)
		  ▪  saved (or preserved) the Union
		  ▪  led the United States during the Civil War

76.		  What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?
		  ▪  freed the slaves
		  ▪  freed slaves in the Confederacy
		  ▪  freed slaves in the Confederate states
		  ▪  freed slaves in most Southern states

77.		  What did Susan B. Anthony do?
		  ▪  fought for women’s rights
		  ▪  fought for civil rights

C: Recent American History and Other Important Historical Information

78.		  Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s.*
		  ▪  World War I 
		  ▪  World War II
		  ▪  Korean War
		  ▪  Vietnam War
		  ▪  (Persian) Gulf War
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79.		  Who was President during World War I?
		  ▪  (Woodrow) Wilson

80.		  Who was President during the Great Depression and World War II? 
		  ▪  (Franklin) Roosevelt

81.	 	 Who did the United States fight in World War II? 
		  ▪  Japan, Germany, and Italy

82.		  Before he was President, Eisenhower was a general.  What war was he in?
		  ▪  World War II

83.		  During the Cold War, what was the main concern of the United States?
		  ▪  Communism

84.		  What movement tried to end racial discrimination?
		  ▪  civil rights (movement)

85.		  What did Martin Luther King, Jr. do?*
		  ▪  fought for civil rights
		  ▪  worked for equality for all Americans

86.		  What major event happened on September 11, 2001, in the United States?
		  ▪  Terrorists attacked the United States.

87.		  Name one American Indian tribe in the United States.
		  [USCIS Officers will be supplied with a list of federally recognized American Indian tribes.]
		  ▪  Cherokee 
		  ▪  Navajo
		  ▪  Sioux
		  ▪  Chippewa
		  ▪  Choctaw
		  ▪  Pueblo
		  ▪  Apache
		  ▪  Iroquois
		  ▪  Creek
		  ▪  Blackfeet
		  ▪  Seminole
		  ▪  Cheyenne
		  ▪  Arawak
		  ▪  Shawnee
		  ▪  Mohegan
		  ▪  Huron
		  ▪  Oneida
		  ▪  Lakota
		  ▪  Crow
		  ▪  Teton
		  ▪  Hopi
		  ▪  Inuit
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INTEGRATED CIVICS

A: Geography

88.		  Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States.
		  ▪  Missouri (River)
		  ▪  Mississippi (River)

89.		  What ocean is on the West Coast of the United States?
		  ▪  Pacific (Ocean)

90.		  What ocean is on the East Coast of the United States?
		  ▪  Atlantic (Ocean)

91.		  Name one U.S. territory.
		  ▪  Puerto Rico
		  ▪  U.S. Virgin Islands
		  ▪  American Samoa
		  ▪  Northern Mariana Islands
		  ▪  Guam

92.		  Name one state that borders Canada.
		  ▪  Maine
		  ▪  New Hampshire 
		  ▪  Vermont
		  ▪  New York
		  ▪  Pennsylvania 
		  ▪  Ohio
		  ▪  Michigan
		  ▪  Minnesota
		  ▪  North Dakota
		  ▪  Montana 
		  ▪  Idaho 
		  ▪  Washington
		  ▪  Alaska

93.		  Name one state that borders Mexico.
		  ▪  California
		  ▪  Arizona 
		  ▪  New Mexico
		  ▪  Texas

94.		  What is the capital of the United States?*
		  ▪  Washington, D.C.

95.		  Where is the Statue of Liberty?*
		  ▪  New York (Harbor)
		  ▪  Liberty Island
		  [Also acceptable are New Jersey, near New York City, and on the Hudson (River).]
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B: Symbols

96.	 	 Why does the flag have 13 stripes?
		  ▪  because there were 13 original colonies
		  ▪  because the stripes represent the original colonies

97.	 	 Why does the flag have 50 stars?*
		  ▪  because there is one star for each state
		  ▪  because each star represents a state
		  ▪  because there are 50 states

98.		  What is the name of the national anthem?
		  ▪  The Star-Spangled Banner

C: Holidays

99.		  When do we celebrate Independence Day?*
		  ▪  July 4

100.	 Name two national U.S. holidays.
		  ▪  New Year’s Day
		  ▪  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
		  ▪  Presidents’ Day
		  ▪  Memorial Day
		  ▪  Independence Day
		  ▪  Labor Day
		  ▪  Columbus Day
		  ▪  Veterans Day
		  ▪  Thanksgiving 
		  ▪  Christmas
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